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Requirements
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In the event of any discrepancy or conflict between the Arabic and English versions of
this document, the Arabic version shall prevail.
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1.1

Introduction:

These requirements regulate food laboratories to encourage investment and simplify
requirements for investors and beneficiaries by providing a suitable regulatory environment for
commercial investment, regulating the development process, and raising the compliance rate with
municipal requirements, which will have a positive impact.

1.2
Objectives:

These requirements were issued to achieve the following objectives:

Developing and improving the business environment in a manner that achieves the
aspirations and general objectives of both individuals and society.

Assisting those wishing to invest in this sector.
Raising compliance standards to address visual distortion of laboratory facades.

Establishing laboratories at locations based on the needs of the community and sectors.

1.3
Scope of Application:

These requirements apply to food laboratory sites.

1.4
Exemption:

These requirements do not apply to laboratory establishments implemented by the state, such as
the laboratories of the Saudi Standards, Metrology, and Quality Organization.
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1.5

Terms and Definitions:

Ministry of Municipalities and Housing.

A legal entity with financial and
administrative independence that carries out
the functions assigned to it under the
relevant laws and regulations.

A set of requirements and their associated
laws, implementing regulations, and
annexes related to construction to ensure
safety and public health.

A set of detailed controls and requirements
for regulating the urban form of buildings
and linking them to their general
surroundings through a defined identity,
contributing to raising the level of the urban
environment and achieving the highest
levels of balance between people, buildings,
and the environment.

A written approval from the municipality /
sub-municipality to a natural or legal person
for constructing or opening a shop for any
activity at a specific location in accordance
with the conditions specified in the law and
the Municipalities and Villages Law and its
related regulations, including both
commercial and construction licenses.

A natural or legal person who practices or
wishes to practice a commercial or
professional business.

Architectural requirements and guidelines
derived from heritage and natural
components, including design, materials,
colors, and other elements used in urban
works, applied within a specific geographic
area.

The distances separating the building
boundaries from the site ownership
boundaries.

Saudi Food and Drug Authority.

Municipal requirements specifying setbacks,
heights, building coverage ratio, parking,
fences, and similar.

Local municipal regulations that determine
how real estate properties are developed
within an urban area, including land use
type, coverage ratio, permitted height,
setbacks, and others.

The percentage resulting from dividing the
maximum permissible construction area on
the ground floor in square meters by the
total site area in square meters after
regulation.

The total area of the activity site contained
within its boundaries.

An intermediate floor between the floor and
ceiling of any space, whose area does not
exceed one-third of the floor area. This area
may be increased to half the floor area if an
approved automatic fire suppression and
audible alarm system is available.
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The brief identification data of the ISIC
activity (activity number, activity name,
detailed description of the activity) along
with a statement of the key spatial and
specific requirements for practicing the
activity and the name of the requirement
regulation governing the activity, which
enables the investor to obtain the key data
for practicing the activity.

A lighting system that uses gases to
generate light, such as halogen.

Used for collecting, transporting, or sorting
waste materials, usually made of metal or
other materials.

Activities practiced at the same
establishment site that share the same
nature as the licensed activity.

Activities practiced at the same
establishment site that do not share the
same nature as the licensed activity.

A digital service provided by the Saudi
Business Center in integration with
relevant government authorities, enabling
consumers and inspectors to access
updated key data of economic
establishments via the QR Code.

The entity that performs tests and
measurements within the scope of work of
the Food and Drug Authority under
standard conditions, whether the private
laboratory is standalone or affiliated with a
conformity assessment body.

Ceilings where the structural and service
elements are visible and uncovered by
materials such as gypsum or panels.



Chapter Two

2.1 Licensing Requirements



alsullg ciball syljg m

Licensing Requirements l

2.1
Licensing Requirements:

1. License issuance, renewal, amendment, suspension, and cancellation procedures
must be in accordance with the Municipal Licensing Procedures Law and its
implementing regulations.

2. Civil Defense approval must be obtained before issuing the license.

3. Avalid commercial registration containing the activity/activities to be licensed must
be submitted.

4. Approval from the Supervising Authority for the commercial activity to be licensed
must be obtained.
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3.1

Site and Area Requirements:

1. The following planning requirements and standards must be complied with:

Classification Part of an Existing Building Standalone Site

The activity must be within commercial buildings, provided there is no

Within the Urban , . :
hazard in the nature of the laboratorys work and it does not cause noise,

Boundary _ . . : .
environmental pollution, or visual distortion.
. : . - On city outskirts within sites
Outside the Urban The activity must be within i vy ,
: . . . o designated for commercial use or
Boundary : commercial or industrial buildings. _ _
; industrial areas.
Area / Streets On a commercial street. On a commercial road/street.

One parking space per 25 m? of
site area.

Minimum Area
(for Main Activity)

In accordance with the landscaping
regulations approved by the '
Ministry.

11
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3.2
Additional and Compatible Activity Requirements:

1. Practicing additional activities approved by the Ministry in accordance with the
implementing regulations of the Municipal Licensing Procedures Law is permitted,
subject to the following conditions:

. The total area of added activities must not exceed Yo% of the total area
stated in the license.

. The minimum area for the main activity must be maintained.

. The additional activity area must not be less than ¥ m fo noitpecxe eht htiw <2
.senihcam ecivres-fles

2. Practicing compatible activities approved by the Ministry within the area stated in the
license is permitted.

3.3
Commercial Signage Requirements:

1. Commercial signage requirements must be complied with according to their
scope of application and the following priority sequence:

* The Urban Code or Urban Identity Design Guidelines for the area where
the activity is located (if available).

+ The commercial signage regulatory guide issued by the municipality / sub-
municipality (if available).

+ The Commercial Signage Advisory Guide issued by the Ministry.
2. The sign data must match the license data.

3. Commercial signs must be removed after license cancellation, the site must be
handed over in good condition, and restored to its condition prior to installation.

12
Food Laboratory Municipal Requirements
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4. If the laboratory is inside a building and does not have a facade (outlet) facing the
street, a flat sign at the main entrance of the building is sufficient. Installing an
internal or wall-mounted sign at the office entrance showing the establishment's
commercial name is permitted.

Example:

Example:

LAVAR
MOCKUP

YOUR DESIGN

13
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4.1

4.2

4.3

7

General Technical Requirements:

The Saudi Building Code requirements must be complied with (including, but not limited
to: structural, electrical, mechanical, ventilation and air conditioning, plumbing, energy
conservation requirements, and others), as well as all requirements of the Supervising
Authority — if applicable — regarding food laboratory activities, with all works,
installations, and materials implemented in accordance with the approved standard
specifications.

All design work and implementation supervision must be certified by engineering firms
accredited by the Ministry.

The standards and specifications contained in ISO 17025 and the guides and
regulations for conformity assessment bodies for testing activities issued by the
Supervising Authority must be complied with.

Architectural Requirements:

Providing restrooms, hand washbasins, and prayer rooms in laboratories/commercial
establishments is permitted.

Using the mezzanine floor is permitted, provided the mezzanine area does not exceed one-
third of the floor area. This area may be increased for floors with an approved automatic fire
suppression and audible alarm system.

Designating a storage area inside the laboratory/establishment with a maximum area of 10
m?is permitted.

Facade and General Appearance Requirements:

The laboratory/establishment facade component design must be in accordance with the
Urban Code or Urban Identity Design Guidelines for the area where the activity is located.
If not available, facade design must be in accordance with the license issued by the
municipality / sub-municipality.

Installing electrical wiring, plumbing pipes, and other utility lines and external air
conditioning units on the building facade or visibly on the roof is prohibited.
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4.4
Staircase and External Sidewalk Requirements:

The requirements for persons with disabilities must be complied with in accordance with
Chapter (1009) and Section (11) of the Saudi Building Code (SBC 201) and the
Comprehensive Accessibility Standards Guide for Facilities.

léﬁ&
//

The external staircase of the building must be made of safe, slip-resistant, and heavy-duty
materials, such as granite, treated marble, rough epoxy coating, ceramic, porcelain, and
similar materials.

A ramp for persons with disabilities must be provided within the laboratory/establishment
boundaries, with the exception of laboratories located in buildings that provide accessibility
requirements for persons with disabilities.

The ramp must be free of defects and must not affect the external sidewalk or cause any
visual distortion.

The staircase and ramp must be within the laboratory/establishment boundaries.

The staircase, external sidewalks, and disability ramp must be free of any installations or
equipment that obstruct entry to or exit from the laboratory/establishment or rapid
evacuation in cases of accidents, emergencies, or injuries.

The permissible slope — per the Comprehensive Accessibility Standards for Facilities —
must be complied with for the sidewalk ramp for persons with disabilities.
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Internal Wall Requirements:

1. Wall surfaces and partitions must be moisture-resistant, fire-resistant, and cleanable.

2. The angles between walls and both floors and ceilings must be non-sharp, preferably with a
curve or 45-degree angle slope for easy cleaning and sanitization and to prevent
contaminant accumulation.

Example:

2123 go Byt ill &)
aladl Jasll
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£.6
Flooring Requirements:

1. Floors must be finished with materials suitable for the type of activity, consistent with the
General Saudi Building Code (SBC 201).

Example: Example:

L P

2. All drainage openings, water tanks, sewage systems, and inspection chambers must be
tightly sealed.

Example:

Food Laboratory Municipal Requirements
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i L] 7
Ceiling Requirements:

1. Cellings must be made of fire-resistant materials that are not affected by moisture to ensure
they do not harbor insects and rodents.

2. Installing suspended ceilings and using exposed ceilings, steel frameworks, and metal
panels is permitted, provided that ceiling-specific safety and security requirements are taken
into consideration.

3. Metal panels or steel frameworks must be treated with rust-resistant materials when used
for ceilings.

Example: Example:

Lighting Requirements:

1. The laboratory/establishment and its facilities, including the storage, must be equipped
with lighting means and equipment in accordance with the approved standard
specifications.

2. The efficiency of light distribution and its coverage of all areas of the
laboratory/establishment, including the storage, must be ensured to guarantee the safety
of workers and beneficiaries.

3. The use of gas lighting inside and outside the laboratory/establishment is prohibited.

Food Laboratory Municipal Requirements
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£.9
Fire Prevention and Protection Requirements:

All requirements and standards stated in the Saudi Fire Protection Code (SBC 801) must be
complied with.

Example: Example:

g

—

{4

|
WET
CHEMICAL

20
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5.1
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General Operational Requirements:

The municipal license must be obtained before commencing operations.
All operational requirements of the Supervising Authority must be complied with.

An operational license from the Supervising Authority for the activity must be obtained
before commencing operations.

Practicing an activity other than the licensed activity is prohibited.
Practicing the activity after the license has expired is prohibited.
Practicing any additional activity not listed in the license is prohibited.

Practicing the activity outside the boundaries of the licensed laboratory/establishment or
using public sidewalks or setback areas is prohibited.

Removing or covering the laboratory/establishment closure sticker is prohibited.

In the event of closure of the laboratory/establishment by the municipality / sub-
municipality, reopening the laboratory/establishment is prohibited until the violation is
resolved and the municipality / sub-municipality approves the resumption of the activity.

The laboratory/establishment facade must be free of stickers, except for stickers indicating
entry and exit directions, working hours, electronic payment method stickers, and
government authority instructions.

Installing a sign or advertising sticker on the laboratory/establishment facade is permitted
in accordance with the relevant laws and instructions.

Placing warning signs or any other means to prevent parking in front of the
laboratories/establishments and public parking areas is prohibited.

Closing the approved parking spaces in the building permit for laboratories/commercial
establishments that are part of an existing building is prohibited.
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5.2
Interior Signage Requirements:

1. The unified QR code must be placed on the laboratory/establishment facade (sticker, sign) to
display regulatory documents such as the license and government documents. The code must
be accessible outside working hours and may be displayed in a visible location at the cashier
unit or customer service area. Printing and posting or displaying the documents contained in
the unified code inside the establishment is not required.

2. The code mustbe in good condition and free of defects.

Example:

Example:

e

3. If the investor wishes to display documents and stickers, such as instructions and alerts
(report numbers, no smoking, Civil Defense instructions, official working hours, any other
establishment-specific documents, and others), they must be displayed on a tablet display,
screen, or one or more frames, and must be in good condition and free of defects.

Exmple: Example: Example:

23
Food Laboratory Municipal Requirements
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5.3
Security Surveillance Camera Requirements:
Security surveillance cameras must be installed in accordance with the Security Surveillance
Camera Usage Law and its implementing regulations.

5.4

General Maintenance Requirements:

Periodic and preventive maintenance must be performed on structural elements and all
installations, utility lines, connections, and equipment, including:

Maintaining commercial signs and keeping them free of cracks, breaks, and malfunctions.

___.:..Emwunmm ;

E—
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2. Maintaining the laboratory/establishment facade and keeping it free of defects such as
large visible cracks and fractures that cause visual distortion.

3. Maintaining the external walls of the laboratory/establishment and ensuring they are
free of stickers, defects, and large visible cracks and fractures that cause visual

distortion.

Example: Example: 8

4. Maintaining floors, internal walls, and ceilings, keeping them clean and free of defects
and large visible cracks.

Example:

Example:
| D

Food Laboratory Municipal Requirements
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5. Maintaining air conditioning units and ensuring their effectiveness, the integrity of their
installations, and the absence of leaks. Collecting water in open containers is
prohibited.

Example: Example:

6.  Periodically maintaining light bulbs and ensuring there are no non-functioning or broken
bulbs.

Example: Example:

26
Food Laboratory Municipal Requirements
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7. Maintaining utility lines, including gas, sewage installations, and electrical wiring, and
ensuring they are covered in all interior areas of the building such as ceilings, walls,
and floors.

Example: Example:

27
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5.5
General Cleaning Requirements:

To maintain general cleanliness, the following is recommended:

1. Maintaining the cleanliness of laboratory/establishment components such as floors,
ceilings, walls, external facades, and sidewalks adjacent to the laboratory/establishment
facade, ensuring they are free of accumulated dirt, dust, or hard-to-remove stains.

2. Providing waste bins that do not open by hand, such as automatic-opening or foot-
operated bins.

3. Emptying waste bins or containers periodically, ensuring they do not exceed the container

capacity.

Examples: Q e

4. Ensuring the absence of rodents or insects inside the laboratory/establishment.

5. Placing waste outside the designated bins or containers is prohibited.

5.6
Waste Management Requirements:
1. The requirements and guidelines issued by the National Waste Management Center and
the competent authority must be complied with.
5.7

Restroom, Washbasin,and Prayer Room Cleanliness
Requirements:

If restrooms, washbasins, or prayer rooms are available, the following is recommended:
1. Periodic cleanliness of restrooms, washbasins, and prayer rooms must be maintained.

2. Hand soap must be provided.

3. Paper towels or drying devices must be provided.

28
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5.8
Electronic Payment Requirements:

1. Valid and ready-to-use electronic payment methods must be provided.
2. Refusing the use of electronic payment methods is prohibited.

3. A sticker showing the available electronic payment options must be placed on the
establishment facade or inside the laboratory/building.

Example:

5.9

Employee Requirements:

1. The decisions and regulations issued by the Ministry of Human Resources and Social
Development must be complied with.

2. Workers must stop working if any symptoms of illness appear.

3. The instructions and decisions issued by the Saudi Food and Drug Authority must be
complied with.

29
Food Laboratory Municipal Requirements
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6.1
General Provisions:
Municipalities Municipalities must monitor the implementation of these requirements within
their jurisdiction in all laboratories and commercial establishments, and impose penalties on
violators.
Activity cards on the Baladi platform are an integral part of these requirements, provided
they do not conflict with the requirements set forth herein.
The license holder must comply with the laws and instructions issued by other government
authorities regarding the licensed activity requirements.

6.2

Appeals and Complaints:

Appeals against the application of the provisions and controls set forth in these requirements may
be filed before the Appeals and Complaints Committees at the relevant municipality / sub-
municipality, in accordance with the Municipal Licensing Procedures Law and its implementing
regulations and the Municipal Violations Penalties Regulations. Regarding Saudi Building Code
violations, they are documented and recorded by the authorities responsible for enforcing the
Saudi Building Code. Matters outside the jurisdiction of the Ministry may be appealed before the
relevant authorities in accordance with their respective laws.
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Reference Documents:

The Municipal Licensing Procedures Law and its implementing regulations issued by the
Ministry of Municipalities and Housing.

Laws, regulations, and implementing and technical rules issued by the Ministry of
Municipalities and Housing.

The Advisory Guide for Comprehensive Accessibility in the Built Environment issued by
King Salman Center for Disability Research.

Fire protection preventive requirements issued by the Civil Defense.
The Security Surveillance Camera Usage Law and its implementing regulations.

The Unified Work Environment Regulation Guide for Private Sector Establishments issued
by the Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development.

Laws, implementing regulations, and technical regulations issued by the Saudi Standards,
Metrology, and Quality Organization.

The Municipal Violations Penalties Regulations.
The Private Laboratory Licensing Guide issued by the Saudi Food and Drug Authority.

The Conformity Assessment Body Designation Regulation Requirements Guide issued by
the Saudi Food and Drug Authority.

The Saudi Building Code, particularly the following publications:
General Saudi Building Code (SBC-201)
Structural Codes Collection (SBC 301-306)
Saudi Electrical Code (SBC-401)
Saudi Mechanical Code (SBC-501)
Saudi Energy Conservation Code for Non-Residential Buildings (SBC-601)
Saudi Plumbing Code (SBC-701)
Saudi Fire Protection Code (SBC-801)
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